
Dear all, 

Hope you've all been enjoying the sun and plenty of family time over the last two weeks. We have had some truly 

amazing weather. School has been a hive of activity over the last two weeks and we have continued to focus very 

strongly on our two key principles of keeping the school and community safe and keeping the students on track in 

their learning. 

We have all seen and heard about the impact that the delta variant has been having and about how it has the 

potential to cause further disruption to the education of our children. We feel that it is important to be proactive in 

the face of emerging issues and to take measured and considered steps to mitigate risk. In the last week we have 

successfully completed an extensive programme of testing for our children. Staff continue to test twice a week as 

they have been doing for a considerable amount of time. Thank you to everyone for sticking with this and trusting 

us to work with the very best of intentions to keep the community as safe as we can. 

135 18th June 2021

Can I reach out to all families and ask a couple of things. Please carry on testing 

at home and logging your results on TestRegister.co.uk. This allows us to do 

our job in school and to respond quickly if we need to. Secondly, can I ask that 

we all remain mindful of the scale of our social interactions so we can keep each 

other as safe as possible. Some school leaders are reporting that parties, 

especially where our older students are involved, have created clusters of 

positive test outcomes resulting in students not being able to attend lessons. 

Whilst I understand that this is a very tricky thing to manage, I am asking this of 

you from the very best of intentions. Thank you for considering this very personal 

request. We are all looking forward to the day when these kinds of restrictions on 

our lives are finally over. I think we would all agree that we are not quite at that 

point yet. 

Over the next couple of weeks, we have planned a covid safe transition for our 

upcoming year 6 students who will be starting with us in September. Guidelines 

around this from Public Health and the LA have changed quickly and I have 

discussed our transition plans with the Director of Education for Cheshire East. 

We are really pleased that we will be able to bring our new intake into school for 

a taste of secondary school and do it in a way which is safe. Our year 6 students

will remain in small groups, will follow all of our covid safe protocols and will not mix with our student population. In 

addition, our track and trace team have worked with Primary Schools to talk about engaging in testing before they 

come in. At such an important time in their lives, I feel it is very important to introduce the children to their new 

learning environment. I am also really looking forward to seeing our new intake and to welcoming them into the 

next stage of their lives. Special times for special children. 

One of the highlights of the last two weeks has been the appointment of the student leadership team. The 

applications from our year 12 students were extraordinary. Students were asked to make a short presentation and 

then interviewed for key roles. I genuinely mean it when I say that the quality of all of them was outstandingly high. 

Eleven students formally applied for key roles with many others asking to be part of the various teams making up 

the provision for next year. So far, students have expressed interest in running some key areas of development 

including Emotional and Mental Health Support, Sports, Mentoring programmes, Charity, Community 

Engagement, Equality and Diversity. 

At the end of a long interview and highly competitive selection process, Katie Garlick was successful in her 

appointment to Head Girl with James Dowd as Head Boy. Myles Grace and Heidi Clayton also excelled in their 

interviews and are appointed to Head Boy and Head Girl of the Sixth Form. 

https://testregister.co.uk/login


We all share the expected feelings of disappointment for those who were not successful, but I have to say that 

they all took this news well and have willingly engaged in other leadership roles within the college and across the 

school. Very well done to Maddy Davis, Ellie Tomkinson, Emelia Cann, Martha German, Sam Keys, Laurence 

Manley and Theo Castle. I'm looking forward to working with you all over the coming months. 

Looking briefly into the future, I'm pleased to say that plans are advancing well for our new Learning Resource 

Centre which will be created in the old drama studio. The new LRC will have a mezzanine floor with considerable 

computer and IT provision as well as flexible space for classes, reading and working. This building will be a 

beating heart in the very centre of our school and goes hand in hand with our site development planning over the 

next three years. Our contractors will start work next week with a planned delivery date towards the latter part of 

the Autumn term 2021. 

As a final point in this newsletter, I'd like to talk about social media. The growth of this has been incredible and 

over the last year especially, the real power of social media as a force for good has been amazing. We have 

learned to use this medium to stay in touch with loved ones, share our fears and worries, to teach lessons, to 

continue to engage with work and to help keep us together through some very dark times. The closed groups 

which we are all a part of allow us to engage in our personal interests, to share views and opinions and to talk to 

like minded people about the things we have a passion for. 

Sometimes though, social media can work against the collaborative, 

inclusive, caring and sharing culture we know, cherish and want to 

nurture. This culture marks the Holmes Chapel community as being 

somewhere where we are privileged to work, live and grow together and 

where we want our children to feel safe, to be happy and to thrive. 

As our children grow and as our community develops, I’d like us all to 

consider how we can all use social media as a way of celebrating, 

encouraging and supporting each other and sharing the successes of our 

children. Obviously as they grow, our children need positive role 

modelling from across the community so that they learn how to use these 

tools in the best ways possible. Working together, children, families and 

school, I believe that we have the ability to create a social media 

landscape that consistently reflects the very best of who we all are.



Covid testing in school

Over the past week we have students from across all year groups who were invited to take part in supervised self 

testing in school. We are delighted to be able to report that the vast majority of students have taken part. That is 

over 900 tests in just four days. Twice weekly testing is voluntary but we have a responsibility to encourage as 

many people as possible to take part. We all have a responsibility to help to keep our whole school community 

safe.

We can now report that we didn’t identify any positive cases. We were able to work with some students on 

improving their technique in completing their self tests which was important for us to do. We would now ask all 

parents to please continue to test twice per week. It really will be important going forward. 

Given the success of this week, we are not going to run week two of the supervised testing and are now asking 

everyone to continue self testing at home. It is important to thank our school’s exceptional Test, track and trace 

team for the work they do in the background to keep us all safe and maintain a consistent system of support.

Home testing kits can be ordered free of charge from https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-

flow-tests

Our school’s self test results registration system can be accessed at https://testregister.co.uk/login

Helen Keller, author, disability rights advocate, political activist and lecturer said, ‘Alone we can do so little; 

together we can do so much’. A great quote for us to think on in this context.

As always, if there are problems in school or between our children, please pick up the telephone and talk to us. 

We are good at listening and are here to help and support, to work with you and to be part of the parenting 

process that creates exceptional young adults.

I appreciate your ongoing support for our school, children and community. 

Have a great weekend and thanks for reading. 

Nigel Bielby

Executive Headteacher

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://testregister.co.uk/login


Year 5 Open evening July 1st 2021

We are delighted to be able to inform you that the Year 5 open evening on the 1st July 2021 will go ahead. We 

have been concerned about the rising Covid-19 infection rates in Cheshire East and the government's decision to 

delay implementing the stage 4  of it’s road map out of lockdown. We have considered the very latest guidance 

both national and local before redesigning the event to ensure the safety of all who take part. We know how 

disappointed everyone was last year when events like this were not able to go ahead so this year we are pulling 

out all the stops to be able to welcome new families to our school. The safety of all of our school community is a 

priority and we include our prospective children as part of our wider family.

The general arrangements and times remain the same with families already selecting one of two time slots. During 

the evening, the event will be based on a guided tour with a range of displays and demonstrations. Staff from 

across our broad curriculum will be taking part to help children and their families get a feel for what we have to 

offer them on this very important part of their learning journey.

The guided tours will be completed within the 90 minute slots and will be conducted in small groups of up to 15, 

well within the current guidelines. The majority of the presentations and displays will be outdoors but undercover. 

Face masks, social distancing and hand sanitisation stations will be used to help keep everyone safe. Remember 

to bring an umbrella if the weather decides not to shine on us.

Further details will be sent out to families who have registered for the event. 

New Head Boy and Girl Team announced!

Hot off the press, Mr Bielby and Mr Fu had the enviable but difficult job of selecting next year's Head Boy and 

Head Girl from a range of superb candidates who made passionate and perceptive claims. In the end, we have 

chosen a Head Boy and Head Girl Team.  Representing the School, Head Boy is James Dowd and Head Girl is 

Katie Garlick.  Representing the Sixth Form College is Head Boy, Myles Grace and Head Girl, Heidi Clayton.

Joining them in the 6th Form leadership team for the school are Samantha Keys, Ellie Tomkinson, Maddie 

Davies, Laurence Manley, Molly Freer, Cameron Padley, Emilia Cann, Evanthe Thirlwell, Alex Kyriacou, Rachel 

Van Tonder and Grace Van Oss.

Well done to everyone involved in the process and next year is going to be exciting when they roll out their plans 

for students and the wider community!



Year 10 Curriculum 2021

As part of our curriculum review and future development planning, 

we have added an additional intervention period as part of the 

allocated timetabled provision for our Year 10 students from 

September onwards. We have reviewed our provision and designed 

this additional support session to help your children secure the best 

possible outcomes at GCSE level. We want to ensure that our Year 

10 students have the opportunity for this increased level of support 

as they progress through their GCSE courses.

From September onwards, all Year 10 pupils will receive an additional curriculum hour in their timetable where we 

are looking to cover a range of topic areas to help pupils in their own personal and academic development. Over 

the next few weeks, we will be putting together a student voice to give pupils the opportunity to express their ideas 

and thoughts about what they might want to see included. We look forward to offering this engaging and exciting 

experience for our Year 10 students. 

Year 11 Enrichment Transition afternoon:

Over 60 Year 11 students attended the Year 11 transition enrichment afternoon on Wednesday 9th June. The 

students had fun participating in Football, Netball, Badminton sessions and finished the afternoon with a 

Rounder's tournament in the sunshine. Thank you to all of the staff involved in the afternoon and to all students for 

their participation.

Girls Active:

Before half term we launched the Girls’ Active campaign in PE. 

Girls Active is designed to empower students through sport, 

physical activity and leadership. 

Congratulations to the following girls who have been selected 

as leaders for the Year 7&8 programme after submitting 

excellent applications: Emily Butler, Georgina Castle, Violet 

Chapman, Emily Edgar, Jessica Edgar, Petra Hamilton, Macie 

Parkinson-Sykes, Sofia Preece, Kizzy Swain, Holly Thompson, 

Charlotte Thornhill, Amelia Truman. They have been busy 

planning sessions and started advertising and leading these to 

their peers this week. Please look out for the posters and 

bulletin notices informing you when these take place. Their 

sessions are aimed at having fun and being healthy. We would 

love to see you at these sessions! Any questions please ask 

Mrs Thomas, Miss Clarke or Mrs McCarthy.



Year 12 Curriculum Enhancement Morning:

The Year 12 students took part in an ‘Exam Busters’ study skills session in preparation 

for their progress exams which take place soon. The sessions focused on stimulating a 

positive attitude towards learning and revision. They provided students with simple, 

effective techniques to better organise workload, improve exam preparation and  

performance. Good Luck with your preparations Year 12.

Work Experience 2021-2022

I am pleased to inform you that next year all Year 10 students have the opportunity 

to do a one week work placement, w/b March 21st 2022.

All present Year 9 students will therefore be eligible and this week have received 

information regarding the work experience process.

Please submit all forms electronically

If you require any further information please contact Mr G Baker on 

graham.baker@hccs.info

Sexism

Throughout this half term, we have focused on raising awareness and developing an 

understanding of sexism. This is an issue which we have asked our students to discuss 

through our thoughts for the week and our assembly provision. We intend to continue raising awareness in order 

to proactively address this issue. 

Our former Head Girl; Anusha Misra-Kay and former Head Boy Robin Hibbs have been very passionate about 

raising awareness and in order to tackle gender inequality. In order to promote positive messages around gender 

equality Anusha and Robin will lead on our thoughts for the week and tutor time activities next week. Our new 

Sixth Form leadership team will continue to build on this excellent work. It has been really positive to see our 

school community stand together in order to challenge and address sexism. 

When our children witness sexist attitudes and behavior, this has significant consequences. As with any sensitive 

topic, parents can and should tackle the subject with their children directly. Here are a few ways you can give your 

children the skills to stand up against sexist, objectifying language and behavior.

1. Identify and address unacceptable language and actions. Unfortunately, we can see instances of sexism 

through the media or in our wider communities.  Use these examples to take the opportunity to explain why 

you don’t consider the language accurate, fair, or acceptable.

2. It can be hard for a child (and even an adult) to be the one who speaks up against hurtful, offensive 

language—so empowering your child with guiding them on the things they can say or do when they find 

themselves in these situations is really important. 

3. Let your children know that being on the receiving end of unwanted comments or touching by anyone—is 

never acceptable and never their fault or something they should feel ashamed of. Tell your children to come 

to you or another trusted adult.

Having these conversations with our children and challenging behavior that objectifies women or men can 

sometimes be uncomfortable. However, facing that bit of discomfort is worth it, because we all have a 

responsibility to raise our children to treat every person with equal respect and dignity.



El Patrimonio Cultural 

During the last few weeks, Natasha Mitchell 

(Yr12) has been working on an amazing 

Spanish project about Cultural Heritage. 

Natasha completed her research project with a 

presentation where she talked about her 

favourite places in Spain; giving details about 

architecture, economy or culture. Well done!

National Reading Champions Quiz Report:

On Thursday 20th May, we took part in the National Reading 

Champions Quiz, as well as one other team from our school. The 

Quiz consisted of 10 rounds, each with 10 questions, all with different 

categories. Some of these were: Villains, Myths and Legends, Blast 

From The Past and (our favourite) Watch Me Now, in which the host 

Mr Dilly acted out a series of books and we had to guess which was 

the relevant book. We could also pick a round to play our joker card, 

which means we would earn double points during those questions. 

We chose the Myths and Legends round to play our joker card, 

because it is a genre we all enjoy.

We also enjoyed coming to the practice sessions in the library every lunchtime, and learning about books we 

wouldn’t necessarily read. Throughout, we also gained some great book recommendations which we really 

enjoyed reading! Some of our best book recommendations are: The Lunar Chronicles by Marissa Meyer, 

Heartless by Marissa Meyer, Harry Potter by J.K. Rowling, Percy Jackson by Rick Riordan and the Chaos 

Walking trilogy by Patrick Ness.

Overall, we enjoyed doing this because it challenged our knowledge, allowed us to work as a team and was a 

good experience, plus, we had lots of fun!

Written By Tabitha Alcock-Bailey, Olivia Bagley, Freya Sellers and Rosie Sumpter. 

Toby Hurtsfield, 10CH

Toby participated in Three shooting events over the weekend.

On Friday we shot in the sponsorship day where Toby was 

runner up, Saturday the  Dougal Marmoreal shoot, which is 

the oldest shooting Trophy in England in which he won the 

Colts category and on Sunday The English Open DTL he won 

the Colts category.



Singfest 2021

Well done to the Year 7 students who took 

part in the Singfest rehearsal on 

Wednesday afternoon. It was wonderful to 

be creating live music together again, with 

covid-safe measures in place. 

The next stage will hopefully be an outdoor 

Singfest concert with local schools in July. 

Sports day info!!!

Wednesday June 30th is our modified sports day!!!  Please ensure you are familiar with 

all our safety procedures shared via your tutor. Weather, sun cream etc, all required to 

prevent sun stroke and dehydration. 

Sports Captains 

Last week we opened applications for our year 7 and 8 sports captains, and we were delighted to receive so 

many fantastic applications from students across both year groups. Our sports captains will represent the views of 

their tutor groups and support the PE department in promoting extracurricular activities, inter tutor competitions, 

sports days and open evenings. We would like to congratulate the following pupils on their position of sports 

captain and look forward to working with these pupils to develop their skills within our leadership academy. 

Year 7 Year 8

Violet Chapman Lewis Cooke

Emily Edgar Jessica Edgar

Kathryn Haigh India Harby

Thomas Jeffries Mason Latham

Macie Parkinson-Sykes Ted Sant

Abby Skinner Holly Thompson

Eddie Wilson

Georgina Castle Emily Cragg

Nathan Mahan Charlotte Moss

Sofia Preece George Preston

Amy Shaw Elizabeth Smith

Lily South



Summer Steps Challenge

STEP UP FOR MENTAL HEALTH 

Could you do our summer steps challenge and take 

on 26 miles for mental health this July? That’s the 

same as  walking or running from our Congleton 

office to our base in Crewe and back again! 

Whether you decide to walk it for wellbeing over a 

weekend; or make it a marathon challenge by 

running it in one go, take on the #SummerSteps 

challenge and raise vital funds for local children with 

mental health issues in  Cheshire this summer. Why 

not enjoy being able to get back to socialising with 

friends, family, or colleagues by taking on the 

challenge and have fun doing it together? 

Click here for more information

Vacancies

We currently have vacancies for a Welfare & Behaviour Manager and School Cleaners.

Click here for more information.

Gaming4Good

Online gaming has seen a massive increase in popularity with children over the COVID-19 pandemic, as result of 

more time spent at home and restrictions on physical social contact. 

Please be aware that there are a number of free Gaming4Good webinars where you can hear from a panel of 

experts in family gaming who will discuss psychology, gaming risk and finance, how to approach your child's 

gaming to help them get the most out of it... and avoid the pitfalls. There will also be a Q&A session. 

The webinars are running on the following days:

Thursday June 24, 10am – 11am: parents and guardians with children aged 12–15yrs

Wednesday June 30, 10am-11am: parents and guardians with children aged 15–18yrs

The  inspiring panellists include: 

Liz Stanton MBE, Get Safe Online (moderator)

Annette Whalley, HSBC

Cath Knibbs, cyber trauma specialist

Adrian Sladdin, gaming & gambling expert

Andy Robertson, author and gaming for kids expert

Mat Hasker, Get Safe Online, gaming specialist

All the information can also be found on the following website:

https://www.getsafeonline.org/gaming4good-webinars/

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/vacancies
https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_b35aa66559fe442e9497c2f821ae6d2c.pdf
https://www.getsafeonline.org/gaming4good-webinars/


Goostrey Residents Expected to Celebrate Rose 

Day Despite Covid

The people of Goostrey are expected to come out in 

force to the support the scaled down Rose Day 

procession that will make its way through the village on 

26 June.

Because of the Covid restrictions, the usual pageant on 

the school field will not take place but instead, the Rose 

Queen Cate Clayton and Rosebud Queen Rose

Worsley will be crowned in a short ceremony which will take place at 12.30pm on the grassed area off Booth Bed 

Lane, opposite Meadow Avenue.

Click here to read more

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars – June-July 2021

Our Parent Webinars are intended to offer information and ideas to help 

you in supporting your child with understanding and managing their

emotions and wellbeing.  These are open to parents/carers or other interested family members.  

The webinars are delivered as a presentation on Zoom.  As a participant you are not connected via video or audio 

but may interact or ask questions using the typed chat function.  The webinars are delivered by Laura Kerr (Family 

and Schools Wellbeing Worker) and Paula Duncan (Young Person’s Counsellor) 

Click here to read more

Visyon Practical Strategies Webinars – Summer 2021 

Our Practical Strategies Webinars are intended for young people to find out information and ideas about 

managing some of the “uncomfortable” emotions which we all experience but which are so common during the 

adolescent years. They are open to young people aged 11+. The webinars are around 30 minutes long and will 

take place on a Wednesday at 4.30pm. 

The webinars are delivered as a presentation on Zoom. As a participant you are not connected via video or audio 

but may interact or ask questions using the typed chat function. The webinars are delivered by Isobel Hill 

(Wellbeing Worker and Mentor). 

Click here to read more

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_9ab0f4847eec42f8b1a4d6b1ccb95d69.pdf
https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_69ab29cb1ab140f2a970326ee08f76b0.pdf
https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_4557fb16d8ed43ab850d9ac0f29b6fba.pdf

