
Dear all, 

It's already the end of the second week back and it's been great to see 

the children back in school and to see them back in their lessons, 

engaging in learning and having plenty of space at lunch and break to 

spread out, play and relax. The noise and babble of a busy school is a 

fantastic thing to hear and things already feel much more like normal. 

Many staff have commented on the positive feel around the school and 

the way that most of our children have engaged. Staff have also talked 

about the improvements and changes we have made in our school and 

the way in which it has helped them be more effective in their role. 

Thanks to everyone for embracing the culture, beliefs and actions to 

make our school and community an outstanding place for our children 

to grow and learn and for us to come to work.

During last year, one of my common mantras was about keeping our
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We are a community with a great many children involved in a massive 

range of activities and sports both in school and in their own clubs and 

societies. It's always a source of immense pride when I hear about 

children from our community who have taken part in something, have 

enjoyed the experience and have done their best. I am sure that over 

the summer many of our children have enjoyed the benefits of 

performing in sport events, theatre, dance and a host of other 

activities. Recently, Sam & George Stockton ran the Junior Great 

North Run with George finishing in an impressive time of 21 mins! It's 

great to see our children stepping outside of their comfort zone and 

pushing themselves to do their best. A sure way of building character 

and resilience.

children on track in their learning. As you are all now aware, we have split our school into Upper School, (years 9, 

10 and 11) and Lower School, (years 7 and 8). Each ‘school’ has a separate base, a team of dedicated staff and a 

Director who is also part of the Senior Leadership Team. Helena Collison, Director of Lower School and Laura 

Warren, Director of Lower School have each written a piece in this newsletter which I urge you to read. This major 

structural change in the way I have organised the school is intended to enhance the support we offer our children 

as they pass through transition from primary school and transition through year 9 and into their examination years. 

Setting the highest expectations for our children is a key to them being successful, happy and fulfilled people. 

Most of our children have shown themselves to be kind, caring and polite as well as being great fun to be around 

and talk to. Occasionally, when things have not gone quite to plan in terms of behaviour, we have been able to 

resolve issues and have been well supported by parents and carers. Thanks for this. It makes a massive 

difference to how well our children learn to be a positive part of a safe, inclusive and caring community where they 

take responsibility for the quality of their behaviours.

Our sixth form student leadership team has started exceptionally well this year. This is a large and diverse team of 

young people who are working alongside teaching and support staff helping our younger children with reading, 

acting as mentors as well as working in and with the community. We have sixth form student leaders who are 

being supported in acting as mental health ambassadors as well as others exploring the diversity and equality 

agenda. These are a fantastic group of committed people who are a credit to our community and school and have 

the talent and capacity to grow into the next generation of leaders. I'm very privileged to be working with them and 

to have their time and support. 



Two final points for this newsletter. 

Firstly, I'd like to point you towards our updated document relating to our current position on Covid. Please have a 

careful read of this important piece of information. If you have questions, please email them directly to 

nocv19@hccs.info.

Secondly, is an update on the development of our new Learning Resource Centre (LRC) which is being created 

inside of our old drama studio. The work being undertaken on this project looks incredible and a huge amount has 

been achieved in a very short time. I'd like to say thanks to all those involved for the hard work and for working 

shifts across weekends and evenings so that the facility will be ready as soon as possible for our children. The 

new LRC will be at the heart of our school and will house our library as well as significant IT provision. I'm really 

excited to see this become available with the building fully commissioned and open to the children during this 

term.

Warm regards and thanks for reading. I'm looking forward to a great year and sharing the many successes of all of 

our children. 

Nigel Bielby

Executive Headteacher

Recovery Curriculum

There’s no denying that school closures put our learners on a very different path towards 

achieving their goals; many thrived on their new journey and have adapted back into school 

life exceptionally well. My new role is to identify where our students have missed some 

learning opportunities due to lockdown and to find ways to help them regain this ground. 

Interventions for our year 11 cohort will be specific and efficient as they rapidly approach 

their external exams. Our younger students will be given support to ensure the core 

knowledge of each subject is strong and they will have opportunities to master this 

knowledge in lots of different contexts. Importantly, I'm looking to build on the students’ 

independent learning skills they gained these last two years and maintain the positive 

relationships we developed during lockdown; working more closely with parents. We’ve 

started this year by identifying the core knowledge in our lessons; you should start to see 

these terms and symbols in students’ work and on the Google Classroom.

Helena Connolly, Associate Assistant Headteacher

Extra-Curricular Offer

With the return to school, we are delighted to be able to move back to a full extra-

curricular offer at HCCS. As you will know, we believe that a strong extra-curricular 

offer is key to children’s personal development and provides a myriad of benefits 

which have been sadly curtailed due to the global pandemic. Departments have been 

circulating details of the clubs and activities that they offer within school, but over the 

next two weeks we will be gathering all of this information into one place so that as 

parents, you can see this and plan from week to week which clubs and activities your 

child participates in. Watch this space for further info. 



Covid-19 Vaccination for 12 to 15 year olds

Earlier this week the Chief Medical Officers for England, Scotland and Wales announced that the national Covid-

19 vaccination programme will now be opened up to school children between the ages of 12 and 15. The decision 

has also been taken at a national level to facilitate the delivery of the vaccine in secondary schools. In our school, 

the vaccination programme will be available here in the week beginning 27th September 2021. Further 

information about the arrangements will be sent out early next week when the details have been agreed with our 

local NHS provider.

We understand completely that there are some very wide ranging views about the vaccination programme for 

children in this age range. Our role as a school is to work with our NHS colleagues to facilitate access to the 

vaccine for those children whose parents give explicit consent for them to receive the vaccine whilst in school. We 

cannot answer the questions parents and children will have about the risks and benefits or any issues of consent  

which in the older age range of children is legally more complex. We very much see our role as facilitating the 

opportunity for your child to receive the vaccine whilst in school if you wish for them to take part and they are 

willing to do so. We will share with you a contact point with the NHS where you will be able to get the most up to 

date information and advice.

Further information will be shared early next week which will include an online consent form. This will be managed 

completely by the NHS provider. We have agreed the availability of rooms to enable the programme to take place. 

This area will be staffed by specially trained nurses and staff from the NHS. Our school will give children time 

during the day to attend for their vaccination but will only guide children to the facility where the NHS has received 

the explicit consent of the parent or guardian and the child wishes to receive the vaccine. 

We trust that all parents, guardians and children will consider very carefully taking part in the vaccination 

programme but as an education provider, we cannot advise on the very complex nature of the efficacy of this or 

any other treatment. A very useful starting point for information to help you make your decisions which includes 

answers to frequently asked questions can be found at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-

vaccination-programme-for-children-and-young-people-guidance-for-schools

For our students ages 16 to 18 years, vaccination is available to book via the national booking system using the 

following link.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/

Tony Halsall

Director of Operations 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-children-and-young-people-guidance-for-schools
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/


Tik Tok and Devious Licks

Parents, please be aware of a TikTok craze that is becoming widespread in 

schools and involves students stealing random items from their schools and 

posting them on TikTok. The article below details the fact that TikTok has 

banned the uploading of content related to this trend. Sadly, some of our 

students have made poor choices this week and have stolen items from 

school. We would be grateful if you could discuss this with your child and 

stress the fact that stealing, however minor the item may seem, is a criminal 

offence and we will use appropriate sanctions to ensure this measure is 

clear.

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/tiktok-devious-

lick-school-children-b1921177.html

Year 7 Summer School

During the second week of August, we were delighted to be able to welcome our new Year 7 students to the 

transition summer school. More than 150 of the newest members of our HCCS community attended a three day 

programme, which included a morning of ‘Mad Science’, an afternoon of sport and team building games, a whole 

day with a theatre company, focusing on literacy and the creative arts and a treasure hunt where the children 

learned more about the school and the HCCS culture and ethos. One of the highlights of the week was being able 

to welcome new parents to an afternoon tea under our new canopy, where they had the chance to meet key staff 

and other parents prior to their children starting with us in September. We are sure that the success of this event 

has partly contributed to the excellent start that Year 7 have made to their time at HCCS!

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/tiktok-devious-lick-school-children-b1921177.html


An exciting start for Lower School

Our new lower school hub is now up and running and we have had a 

great start to the year.  I’ve included here the welcome video that we 

shared with all of our year 7s and 8s on day one and I’d love it if you 

would watch it.  I think it would be nice for you to see what your 

children see and I also hope it gives a real flavour of the ethos of 

lower school.  It is me talking for 20 minutes though (and I do make

some mistakes) so I appreciate it may not be everyone’s cup of tea.  As a recovering perfectionist myself, I’ve tried 

to make it clear to my team (and my team now includes your children and you) that, although as a school we’re 

pushing for the best in everything, that doesn’t mean we’ll be perfect all the time and that mistakes are the best 

way to learn. I’m a great learner. 

We are also big believers in the importance of relationships and so a lower school homework task that we have 

set in this first fortnight is our ‘All About Me’ task.  I will send a separate email about this, including the task slides, 

and some support sheets and our first staff example is attached below.   Please be aware that, although these 

slides show a deadline of Monday 20th September, your child’s tutor may have extended this deadline owing to 

the amount of information they have had to absorb during this busy and exciting start to the year. Hopefully, your 

child may be able to share with you other ‘All About Me’ details from their teachers and I hope you have been able 

to take pride in the work your child is producing about themselves.  For any other homework, students should be 

able to find this on their Google classrooms from now on.  Next week, we will provide students with a sheet where 

they can capture their Google classroom codes and this should allow you to help them from home. For more 

information on Google classroom for parents, click here.

I hope you can see that this is a positive space where our aims are to offer the very best in encouragement and 

support. A few of our Lower School children are still learning to consistently demonstrate the behaviours and 

actions that we need to see from them.  These include some disruption to learning and some boisterous behaviour 

outside of lessons. This behaviour is in the minority and please be assured that we are working hard to tackle this, 

using breaks and lunchtimes to help students who have made the wrong choices to understand the impact of their 

behaviour and work on making both immediate and long lasting improvements.  Thank you to those parents who 

have been in touch with us already sharing their successes or concerns. The best way to encourage and support 

your child with their behaviour choices is to talk to your child about their attitude to learning scores for every day.  

If ever your child’s score is less than 2, ask them why and how they can try to turn it around for their next lesson. 

Please remember, for any questions with regard to your child’s learning, you can email their tutor in the first 

instance. 

I would like to end by saying thank you for a great start to the year and I’ll leave you with a line from a song I 

played to year 8 in their first year group assembly: “Through the joy and pain that our lives bring, we can do hard 

things.”

Helena Collison

Director of Lower School

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNYaTa04xR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HNYaTa04xR4
https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_2eeab248be2f48b2aa5e25c22f96a80d.pdf


I am an English language nerd and lover of words and books and all things to do 

with stationery.  I have worked at HCCS since 2007 and I LOVE the place and my 

job! Being your Director of Lower School is my new and exciting challenge this 

year and I can’t wait to get to know you all and help you with your journey! 

Sometimes, I think that living and working in this area of the world can mean that 

we take our everyday pleasures for granted.  I used to (and still) love that we can 

sometimes see rabbits bouncing around on the field from a classroom window; I 

love that, on prom days, some of our students arrive in their tractors and I love 

how kind our community is.  In my old school (in West Yorkshire), I don’t 

remember students asking me how my weekend had been or thanking me for 

keeping them behind at the end of a lesson.

All About ME :Helena Collison

Outside of school, I have a husband who I have been friends with since I was 11 years old and 2 young children (a 

6 year old and a 3 year old). I also have Milly dog (14) and Pickle the tortoiseshell cat. We live together in 

Knutsford. 

I love to cook (but not clean) and I enjoy time with my friends (many of whom also work here), music, swimming 

and - recently - running!  You may have also noticed: I love a pair of brackets.

My dislikes include noisy eaters and unkind behaviours.  

Unless it is so I can help them, I find listening to the same person talking for long periods of time hard and, if I’m 

not busy DOING things, I can struggle.  I also find it hard to ask for help.  My friends, my colleagues and some of 

my family help me with this. 

As with every year, I hope that - this year - I will:  enjoy each day; increase my running, healthy eating and general 

self-care and that I will - in some small way - make a difference to other people’s days and lives too! 



All Upper School students should have accessed all of their Google Classrooms and use this platform with 

confidence. Each subject Google Classroom provides a mechanism to support revision and ensure students 

progress at home. All homework will be set on the Google Classroom. I appreciate the support that you will offer at 

home to help set expectations around home learning.

Our Trial Examination week for Year 11 students will start on Monday 18th October. We expect all Year 11 

students to be proactively working towards this assessment week. I am particularly pleased that we are able to 

offer access to examinations across all GCSE subjects throughout the Trial Examination week. Our examinations 

will offer an insight into current progress helping to identify key areas of strength and weakness. Students often 

report how crucial these exam weeks have been in order to increase confidence for their actual GCSE 

examinations. Trial exam weeks undoubtedly offer additional challenges which allow us to support students in 

building resilience and exam technique.

I have been particularly impressed by the conduct of students who have already made excellent progress. In 

addition, there are a significant number of lessons where it is notable that students are making exceptional 

progress throughout the lesson. In particular, I would like to celebrate the consistently excellent performance of the 

following students who have already set very high standards for themselves at the start of the year: 

Year 11: Lily Chapman 11TH, Cori Lee 11MH, Elizabeth Parker 11CH and Charlie Vikan 11AC.

Year 10 Tabitha Alcock-Bailey 10MH, James Ball 10MC, Hannah Bishop 10CH and Marcus Fu 10MC. 

Year 9: Eleanor Bowden 9CH, Lydia Davenport 9MC, Naomi Gaynor 9TH, Ethan Fiske 9AH, Bobby Foster 9MH, 

Hugo Hunt-Mason 9AH and Lottie Woodhead 9AH 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our successful start to the academic term. 

Upper School Team: 

It has been fantastic to see our Upper School students respond so 

positively and enthusiastically to the start of the academic term. Assemblies 

over the last two weeks have focused on setting high aspirations and 

providing clear expectations. Our priority is to provide clear guidance to 

create the right learning environment for Upper School students to allow 

them to perform highly at GCSE level. 

The key priority at this stage of our Year 10 and 11 GCSE courses is to 

embed the right routines for every lesson and at home. This is equally 

important for students in Year 9 who will begin their pathway to their GCSE 

courses. The Upper School team is working to ensure that all students lay 

the strong habits and routines that they need in order to be successful. 



Year 11 Parents’ Online Consultation Evening Thursday 30th 

September, 2021

The online appointment booking system for Year 11 will become “live” at 

7pm on Monday 20th September. The system will close at midnight on 

Sunday 26th September. Click here to read more.

A quick reminder that Our  preferred method of 

payment is Scopay  - by using this facility you can 

also monitor how much your child is spending and 

top up accordingly

Students must have their lunch cards to purchase 

food/drink

**If you wish to discuss any dietary requirements 

please contact our catering manager at 

sodexo@hccs.info or call 01477 410534**

HCCS Job Vacancies

We currently have the following job vacancies:

• Art Technician – Part time (10h p/w)

• General Teaching Assistants (full time & part 

time)

• Education Support Officer for Upper/Lower 

School Hubs – part time (20h p/w)

• School Cleaners (full time & part time)

• Sodexo – Food Service Assistants

Click here for more information

This week, all students were working on improving their weekly planning and making the most of study times (see 

the assembly notes on the 6th Form Google Classroom).  Year 12 had their photos taken, over 50 6th formers 

went out on work experience, another 50 started their EPQs and the Duke of Edinburgh Award was relaunched.

There are some important notices and dates coming up that 6th formers and parents should bear in mind.

a) Year 12 Photo Orders to be returned by Wed 22nd September

b) Year 12 Parents’ Information Evening Thurs 23rd September (Online event 5:30pm) Email invites sent 

16/09 including video links.

c) Work Experience forms for Y12 and Y13 students starting a new work experience need to be returned by 

next Wednesday.

d) Year 12 Key Assessments - teacher’s assessments completed by 30th September

e) Year 13 MOCK EXAMS - week beginning 18th October

This has been a great start to the year and we look forward to sharing more with you later on!

Sixth Form News

A BIG WELCOME to all our new and returning 6th form 

students!  The term has started in a very bright, busy 

manner and the atmosphere in the 6th form centre and 6th 

form lessons has been superb.  We welcomed nearly 120 

new Y12 students in September, 10% of which came from 

outside of HCCS.  Alongside a new Director of Sixth Form 

and Sixth Form Student Manager (Mrs Greeney) it has 

been all change for many of us!  I want to say a big thank 

you to all the students for making our first fortnight such an 

engaging and positive experience.

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_5abd5762e0c04ba695f67ffa8ed9e01f.pdf
https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/vacancies


Year 10 collages by Lucy, 

Year 9 Cricket News

Two of the yr 9 students Sam Gill and Euan Barber 

who are in the U 13 Middlewich cricket team who 

have made some fantastic achievements this year.

Here are details of our groups, webinars and parent 

workshops.  Maybe you are looking for 

opportunities to have fun, be creative and meet 

others who are experiencing similar things or 

maybe you are a young person or parent looking to 

learn more about mental health and ways to 

manage emotions and improve your wellbeing.  If 

so, have a look at the groups and courses we are 

running this term. All friendly, supportive and free.

Please click here for Autumn 2021 information and 

dates from Visyon

Care for Calais

Following the awful scenes in Afghanistan 

I have been volunteering for the 'Care for Calais' 

charity in the holidays. It's one of the Charities helping 

with donations for the Afghan community arriving from 

Karbul right now. Also, they support 'Shelter' which is 

the homeless charity.

It has been amazing to meet volunteers from 4 month 

and 10 month old babies with their parents right up to 

seventy year olds coming to the main sorting office in 

Stockport.

More details are available on Care for Calais FB page. 

Please, join in if you can. 

The British Red Cross are also a main contact too. 

Many thanks

Niccy Baddiley 

https://35f20c92-008e-4b2c-8de4-a0040b2332f7.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_da4105c8c115490ebfb27f1f62c9d18d.pdf


Click Here for more information

Spectrum 10K is the largest ever study into Autism Spectrum in the UK. 

This is BIG news! It is being organised by Cambridge University and will 

investigate genetic and environmental factors contributing to autism. 

They are looking for 10,000 people to get involved. If you would like to 

take part as a child or parent please search Spectrum10K.org and sign 

up. Your child must have a medical diagnosis. 

Other Autism news, Space4Autism, Macclesfield, is back running after school clubs, social clubs and sessions from 

September. In addition Ruby's Fund, Congleton holds regular parent/carer sessions in Crewe and fun Sibling 

Sessions for the brother or sister of a child with a disability or learning difficulty. Tel: 01260 277666 and ask for Jill. 


