
Hello everyone, 
Four weeks into the current lockdown is an interesting time for us all to think 

about what we have achieved. This week, we are also exactly halfway through 

the school year! Across the community, our children are experiencing a very 

different education than they would normally. We now know that this is going to 

continue for a while yet. It can sometimes be very easy to dwell on the things 

that our children are missing out on and to focus on the difficult circumstances 

we are in. I feel that it is equally easy to take a moment to reflect on how 

resilient, adaptable and accepting our children are at the moment. Whilst there 

are the inevitable ups and downs, it's incredible to see how our children are 

learning, growing and even thriving. As a Headteacher who still enjoys the 

privilege of teaching, I see our children engaging in lessons and continuing to
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develop, grow and to be the best version of themselves. To all of the parents and carers, thank you for stepping in 

as a vital element of the teaching profession; for supporting the teaching staff working from their homes and for 

the positive part you are playing in all of this. Here in school, we are welcoming around 50 students a day as part 

of the key worker provision. This is being staffed by our learning support team and student welfare team who are 

doing a great job. The leadership team is also on site every day. The children in school access the same timetable 

and their class teachers in just the same way as those do at home. We, and I include all families in this, are 

working together. We should feel proud of the learning community we have committed to. 

Our Prime Minister told us this week that his intention is for a return to school starting on the 8th March. This 

information was followed by a set of conditions which mean that this date is not cast in stone. The details of the 

intended return to school; who comes back; when and for how long is not in any way clear. All we know is that 

there will be more information in the next couple of weeks and that we will have two weeks to plan whatever we 

are asked to deliver. I expect that, like me, you are very familiar with the vagaries of this language and the 

anxieties it causes us all. However, as I have said previously, the most important thing for all of us is to focus on 

the present and to continue to do everything we can to keep our children on track in their learning and to keep the 

community safe. 

Today also marks the end of the Ofqual consultation regarding the 

summer assessments for years 11 and 13. There is some information 

further in the newsletter about this. We are waiting for a definitive 

response from the government about the assessment process and I am 

actively involved with local headteachers in looking at how we might work 

together. There remains a huge amount of speculation about this really 

important set of results of our children and it is not clear yet how schools 

will be asked to make their assessments.  We are actively tracking the 

development of this process and are looking forward to receiving more 

information from the government soon. Once we have a secure 

understanding, we will let you know.

Over the last two weeks we held a parents evening for year 12 and one for year 10. An internet outage in the local 

area created some issues for the year 12 parents evening so thanks for your understanding as we tried to work 

around this issue. We have also completed our February data collection point for years 7,8,9,10 and 12. Families 

of these year groups will now be able to see how their children are progressing and I would like to encourage you 

in talking through the information together. It's really important that our school is able to assure you that we are 

continuing to monitor the progress of our children so that they stay on track in their learning. As always, please get 

in touch with your child's Learning Intervention Manager if you have any questions. Contact details are on our 

website. 
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This week we have started a twitter campaign to show and share the amazing work that our children are doing. 

Please encourage your children to join in and to send in examples of what they are doing into their teachers. Staff 

are setting all sorts of tasks and activities so that we can really connect across the community and celebrate what 

our children are doing. This is a great way of helping us feel a sense of togetherness and belonging which I feel is 

good for our mental health and part of keeping our community safe. 

Finally, thank you so much to all of those families who took the time to complete our satisfaction surveys. We 

received far more responses compared to previous surveys. We now have some great feedback on areas where 

we need to improve as well as some strong indications about engagement and the kinds of learning and learning 

strategies that are working well.  I also appreciate the feedback that learners have been giving to their tutors and 

teachers as we all continue to work together in these challenging circumstances. Next week, I will publish the full 

results of the survey on our website so that you can all see the results for yourselves.  

Thanks for taking the time to read our newsletter and I'm looking forward to the day when I can welcome every 

child back to learning from school.

Nigel Bielby

Headteacher
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Summer 2021 Examinations

There is much speculation surrounding what is happening this 

summer regarding the awarding of  grades to year 11 and 13 

students. We are keen to keep you regularly updated with the 

facts, so that you are properly informed with the most up to date 

information. 

What is currently happening?

• OFQUAL the exams regulator, has been consulting with exam boards, schools and the public for the last two 

weeks.

• They will produce a report after they have considered the responses, with guidance for schools and colleges.

• HCCS has taken part in the consultation, to give our views of what is best for our students and our school 

community.

• We have been planning for different scenarios since the start of the academic year.

What happens next?

• OFQUAL will release guidance to exam boards and schools.

• The exam boards will then provide additional information and guidance to schools and colleges for each 

subject.

• We will put together a simple, transparent process, and share this with you.

Key messages

• Students need to carry on working. The strong proposal is that Centre Submitted Grades are to be assessed 

in late May or Early June, using a range of evidence. 

• Grades will be awarded by the examination boards, probably in July (normally they are released in August), 

based on objective evidence. 

• Students are able to show us what they are capable of between now and the summer, and have the 

opportunity to get the grades to help them move forward to the next stage of their education.

• Examination boards are likely to produce materials that schools can use to help with this assessment, 

alongside other evidence.

• HCCS will do everything possible to ensure that our students are fully supported and prepared.

Key Workers Club

Our key workers provision has been running on site throughout 

the period of school closure for the last 19 days. Thank you to 

the kindness from our parents who have shown us an 

overwhelming amount of support and appreciation. Our children 

on site have responded appropriately to the safety measures in 

place and taken part in the lateral flow testing provision on site. 

It is notable from spending time with our children in school just 

how incredibly resilient and adaptable they can be. Our children 

have demonstrated the ability to become more independent in 

their learning and actively engage in online lessons. Our 

provision on site has highlighted the diversity of our curriculum 

as our children engage in a variety of topics and activities. Excellent progress in his artwork made 

by Josh in 11MC
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GCSE Options

Firstly, thank you very much to all of year 9 for ensuring that their 

GCSE options were submitted on time. We are currently in the 

process of reviewing all options and working to ensure we get the 

best fit for all pupils. An email will go out at the end of February to 

confirm the GCSE choices once this review process has been 

completed. Thank you, Mrs Gosset

Year 9
Options

UCAS and Offers

After what can only be described as an 

unpredictable and challenging year, we are 

delighted to be able to share the successes 

with you that many of our students have had in 

their university applications process.  Many of 

our students have secured excellent offers at a 

range of Universities, many including Russell 

group universities.  Here a just a few examples 

of offers received so far:

York - History

Durham - Mechanical Engineering

University of Manchester - Politics and International relations

Sheffield University - Journalism

Lancaster University - German

Bath - Economics

Cardiff - Mathematics

I would also like to mention specifically the, so far three, successful Oxbridge applicants.  As with all of our 

students, these students who have received offers from Oxbridge have done extremely well to secure an offer at 

such prestigious and competitive universities in a  year when application numbers are higher than normal, due to 

deferred entries.  I would like to congratulate the following students for their offers:

Isabel Beardsell who has received an offer from Oxford to read English Language and Literature

Emma Scott who has received an offer from Cambridge to read Archeology

Emma Cragg who has received an offer from Cambridge to read Psychology and Behavioural Science

We wish all of our students well over the next few months as they continue their hard work.

MFL Virtual Tours

Don’t let lockdown stop you exploring the world! 

One of the main reasons to learn another 

language is so that you can get the most out of 

visiting beautiful places around the globe. 

Although this is on hold for now, it won’t be 

forever so in the meantime why not see them 

online?

‘Top Ten places to (virtually) visit!’ 

France

The Louvre Museum, Paris

Mont Saint Michel, Normandy

Paris Saint Germain football stadium - Parc des Princes

Germany

Berlin Zoo, Berlin

Cologne Cathedral, Cologne

Bayern Munich football stadium - Allianz Arena

Spain

El Caminito del Rey, Malaga

Sagrada Familia, Barcelona

La Ciutat de les Arts i les Ciències, Valencia

FC Barcelona stadium - Camp Nou

https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne
https://historyview.org/library/mont-saint-michel/
https://www.footballstadiums360.com/stadiums/psg-parc-des-princes-360/
https://truevirtualtours.com/panoramas/list?tagged=berlin%2Bzoopark
https://ivrpa.org/panorama/cologne-cathedral-interior/
https://www.footballstadiums360.com/stadiums/bayern-munich-allianz-arena-360/
http://www.caminitodelrey.info/en/5477/virtual-tour
https://sagradafamilia.org/visita-virtual
https://www.cac.es/en/home/la-ciutat/visita-virtual.html
https://www.footballstadiums360.com/stadiums/fc-barcelona-camp-nou-360/
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Introducing Ade Chadwick - PCSO

Hello, I’m Ade Chadwick, the new Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) for 

Dane Valley since taking over from Liz Chesters in the Autumn.

HCCS have kindly asked me to contribute to the fortnightly newsletter and, as 

such, when I think there is anything newsworthy to share with you, I will.

On joining the Dane Valley Beat Team, which comprises of PC Stu Hatton and 

myself, I quickly realised how fortunate I am to work in one of the most pleasant 

wards in all of Cheshire. Holmes Chapel is widely-regarded as one of the nicest 

and safest places to live in the county and we want to keep it that way.

We believe the best way to keep Holmes Chapel a safe and pleasant place for 

people to live, work and visit is to work with the community which obviously 

includes HCCS staff, pupils and their parents.

Many thanks

Ade

Accelerated Reading

Lots of students are doing really well keeping up their reading and quizzing on those books.

Picked at random, here is a selection of students who have already hit their reading target for this cycle.

Well done to all these students.

Top Rated Books Read by Students 

Year 7 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Dog Days - Jeff Kinney  

The Haven - Simon Lelic

Harry Potter - J K Rowling

Grandpa’s Great Escape - David Walliams

A Darkness of Dragons - S A Patrick

Year 8

The Fault in our Stars - John Green

Good Girl, Bad Blood - Holly Jackson

Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Cabin Fever - Jeff Kinney

One of us is Lying - Karen McManus

The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak

Year 9 

Harry Potter - J K Rowling 

One of us is Lying - Karen McManus

Divergent - Veronica Roth

Catching Fire - Suzanne Collins

Ready Player One - Ernest Cline

Year 7:

7x1 – Ryan Steele

7x2 – William Madden

7x3 – Grace Butler

7x4 – Lottie Carey

7y1 – Jack Yarwood

7y2 – Harrison Willans

7y3 – Katie Haigh

7y4 – Maja Gorska

Year 8:

8x1 – Lily South

8x2 – Emmie Johnson

8x3 – Alex Caddy

8x4 – Joshy Owen

8y1 – Bridie Smith

8y2 – Ethan Fiske

8y3 – Pheobe Cousins

8y4 – Erin Van Tonder

Year 9:

9x1 – Amy Lou Teszke

9x2 – Leo Taylor

9x3 – Max Crompton

9x4 – Rosie Sumpter

9y1 – Will Heal

9y2 – Charlotte McCurdy

9y3 – Millie Slezak
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Artwork

Conceptual still life photography by 
Emma, Oliver, Grace and Alex yr 12

YR 11 STUDENT RESEARCH ABOUT 
African Kente cloth by JOSIE AND AMY

Constructivist inspired 
posters yr 10 Elena and Ella

Pop art pages 
by Ben and 
India yr 7

Mechanical photography by Cerys and 
Nathaniel yr 7
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Food & NutritionP
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Ciaran, Y7
Darcey, 
Y7

Yasmin, 
Y7

Harry, 
Y7

Isaac, Y7

Fraser, 
Y8

Sofia, Y8

Georgina, Y8Chelsea, Y8Joshy, 
Y8

Cheese & Garlic Plaited Bread

Matthew, 
Y9

Sophie, Y9

Freya, Y9 Millie, Y9 Olivia, Y9

Coen in year 9 shows 
us the process for 
making a bread 
dough and plaiting it

Callum, Y10

William, Y10 Erika, Y10

Harry, 
Y10

Cori, Y10
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Recipes Wanted!
In order to support the Foodbank in its 

amazing efforts to provide food parcels, I 
am putting together a recipe book to raise 

funds but I need your help! I am calling 
out for your favourite recipes (sweet and 

savoury) for students to beautifully 
illustrate for the recipe book.

Scan, photograph or type recipes to 
recipe2021@hccs.info by Mon 15/2.

Thank you!
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Who are Visyon? And What do we do?

Click the image to find out more on who we are and what we do.  

A recent survey showed us that of the 500 young people who 

answered, 75% didn't know what we do or who we are.  This 

means, potentially, young people are missing out on vital mental 

health and wellbeing support that they could access.

UPCOMING

Children's Mental Health Week 1-7 February

It’s Children’s Mental Health Week from 1-7 February, when a light will be shined nationally on the effects of 

the Covid pandemic on young people. Worrying results have already emerged from The Prince’s Trust Tesco 

youth index 2021 that show that one in four young people (26%) feel “unable to cope with life” since the start of 

the pandemic

.

Spring support timetable launched

Our latest timetable of sessions has been launched for spring 2021 - click here for the full timetable. This 

includes groups for younger high school children such as “Create & Connect” and sessions for older teens, 

such as our “Understanding Anxiety” workshops and brand new Film Club (for ages 15+).

Parents can also access support through a series of practical & informative webinars including “Understanding 

the Teenage Brain” and “Positive Communication in the Family”. For the full list of upcoming webinars please 

click here

To find out more or to book onto any of the sessions please phone Visyon on 01260 290000. All sessions are 

free of charge and open to anyone in Cheshire East. If there is anything else you would like to see us offer we 

would love to hear from you!

Click here for more information  from Visyon…….

https://youtu.be/INxPKrXhtBQ
https://mailchi.mp/13733d10c5cf/can-you-help-us-to-help-children-like-thomas-8006465?e=b0988c5fee

