
Dear all, 

One thing I didn't expect when I delivered my last newsletter to you in December was that we would be in a similar 

position to where we were last March.  I say ‘similar position’, but it's not the same position. As the government 

announced and re announced changes and modifications to their guidelines, our school and community has 

responded positively and with the resilience and enthusiasm which we all value and celebrate. As a learning 

community, we are more united than ever in maintaining the quality of education and support for our children and 

together we are doing a great job. Thank you for this.  

Our underlying principles of keeping the community safe and keeping our children on track in their learning are 

secure. Our teaching staff, working from their homes, made a rapid start on delivering remote learning as soon as 

the Spring term started. Over the last week or so, we have regularly had over 90% attendance in live streamed 

lessons and the quality of our remote learning provision has never been better. As we enter the next couple of 

weeks, you should expect to see more feedback on pieces of work as you would expect in a normal situation. Our 

Key Worker Club (KWC), staffed by our Learning Support, Student Welfare team and Leadership Team was also 

up and running from day one. Wherever our children are learning from, be it home or school, they are all able to 

access their normal timetable with their regular teacher. Response from our families has been overwhelmingly 

positive and I'd like to thank each of you who have written in to let us know where we are getting it right and where 

we can improve. This invaluable feedback means that we can adapt and modify our provision as we work towards 

being back in school as soon as we are able. Please see more on this from Helena Collison on page 3.

Our existing Covid safe protocols are in place at school and in addition to this, our testing centre has been running 

since we returned. This was set up in collaboration with appropriate health care professionals and with the Local 

Authority. In line with the government expectations, we have successfully started testing our children in KWC and 

all staff who come into school are regularly engaging in testing as well. I want to make it clear that the testing 

process does not mean we have relaxed any of our existing expectations around face coverings, hand sanitising 

and appropriate distancing. Whilst in KWC, students continue to sit in a specific place, adhere to all the existing 

protocols and we have reinforced the expectation that they maintain appropriate social distance during break and 

lunch. 
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This last week, some of our sixth form students chose to take their January BTEC papers. As Headteacher, I felt 

strongly  that, as our students have worked so hard in their studies, they had a right to sit these exams if they 

wished. Delivering these exams was possible because the BTEC groups sitting the January examinations were 

small and we were able to facilitate the exams in very well spaced and well ventilated spaces following all safe 

protocols including a pre-exam Covid test. All students who wanted to were able to sit these papers and I'd like to 

thank our exams team and invigilators for delivering these exams so professionally.

With regard to the wider picture on exams, all examinations 

including BTEC, A level and GCSE up to the end of the 

summer 2021 season have now been cancelled at a 

national level. This will raise a great deal of questions for 

our families and students which I can not at this time 

answer with any certainty. What I can guarantee is that I 

have an exams team here at school working hard to ensure 

that our school is fully ready to respond to whatever

arrangements the government instructs us to deliver. Rumour and speculation is rife about what the assessment 

model for grades might look like and there is no clear picture at all on this important issue. I will ensure that our 

school fully engages in the government consultation and we will ensure that whatever we are required to do 

regarding exam grades is fair, objective and robust.

I want to reach out briefly and personally with a message to all students in year 11 and 13. I feel it is important to 

be clear and open and to treat you as the young adults you are becoming. There are some things at the moment 

that are unknown. I do not know when you will come back into school, what you might be asked to do in terms of 

assessment or what your school will be asked for in terms of your grades. When I do know, I will tell you. Whilst 

this might seem unsettling, there are some things which you can do which will make a positive difference. Even 

though you are in lockdown, what you are doing in terms of attending lessons, staying focused, working hard, 

completing assessments and assignments really does matter. Your teachers will continue to teach your exam 

specification and will deliver all of the content as planned as if you were going to sit the exams. They will continue 

with setting lessons, marking work and keeping a track of how you are doing. Your teachers will be giving you 

feedback for you to act on. Each of you needs to focus on taking ownership of your potential success; continue to 

log onto your lessons and to stick to your timetable of lessons, homework and revision. I want you to embrace the 

challenges of the coming weeks and be the very best version of yourselves and to use every learning opportunity 

to make a difference. 

Nigel Bielby

Headteacher

I've been immensely proud of all of our students across all years. The feedback from staff about how our children 

have engaged with online lessons has been amazing. My own year 8 and 9 classes for instance have been, as 

always, a pleasure to teach and it's been great to see them in our live lessons.  I speak for all HCCS teachers and 

staff when I say that we have a great community of children and families to work with and where we feel a sense 

of collaboration and cooperation. I spoke to a number of parents this week who told me that their children were 

happily getting on with ‘school’ and taking it (mostly) in their stride. There are, of course, a range of emotions 

brought on by the current situation and I'd like any families with concerns to reach out to us through your child’s 

form group tutor or head of house to let us know if they are struggling. Two way conversations are best in helping 

us to keep our children on track and we will do our best to help with support and advice.
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Teaching and learning

It is safe to say that teaching and learning has been a little different for us all since the start of our new year.  From 

the school’s perspective, things appear to be off to a strong start and we would like to thank our teachers and staff 

for adapting to these new working methods (overnight) with professionalism and enthusiasm.  We are also hugely 

grateful to our learners who have adapted to working from home well and to their families who have supported 

them and us in doing this. Attendance to our live lessons is excellent and many learners are now gaining in 

confidence in having their cameras and microphones on when guided to by their teachers.  It was a key piece of 

feedback from our last lockdown:  people miss face to face interaction.  Our delivery of live and recorded lessons, 

therefore, has been met with very positive outcomes and feedback so far.  

It is early days and, as always, there are areas where we can all improve.  It is clear that some learners are feeling 

overwhelmed by the workload in a home environment, especially when, as we know, some will be working 

alongside many other members of the family who are also doing their best to work from home.  To these learners 

and families, please keep in mind that trying our best is all that we can do.  Do what you can and be proud of what 

you have achieved, rather than worry about what you haven’t.  Keep in touch with teachers via the private 

message function so we can help to reassure you or signpost to you the most important bits of work to focus on 

when you are able.  

However, it is also true that some learners are completing the work set quickly and would like more work to be 

provided.  As a school, we will be reviewing our education at home provision in this coming week with an aim to 

improve further.  We hope to be able to make clear to learners which are the vital tasks in a lesson and to provide 

some extension (optional extra) tasks at the end of each lesson.  

In addition to our own review, we would like to ask for your feedback at the end of these first two weeks of 

education at home during Lockdown 3.0.  What has been a success in your eyes?  Is there anything that has 

made things particularly difficult for you at home? Many families have already been in touch with feedback for 

which we are grateful.  Please continue to contact us using the email address:  educationathome@hccs.info if you 

have feedback for us (positive or negative) that this survey does not allow you to express or if you require a more 

personalised response.

Please complete the survey by Wednesday 20th January to enable us to collate and respond quickly.  Thank you 

in advance.

Following this initial survey, we will conduct a secondary survey with a sole focus on feedback.  Although many 

teachers are giving verbal feedback during live lessons and immediate feedback via the chat or private message 

function on Google Classroom, our Recorded Marking and Feedback (RMF) policy is:  a piece of formal feedback 

following 8 hours of lesson content.  Our formal feedback will take the format of:  WWW (What Went Well), EBI 

(Even Better If), and ACTION.  Please take the time to engage with any feedback your child is receiving over the 

next fortnight and help them to act upon it meaningfully. 

mailto:educationathome@hccs.info
https://forms.gle/u6PmK9u37LVYcqps7
https://forms.gle/6QVHydBrrALjpKtX8
https://forms.gle/oqLbGqNhi1hQJxDW7
https://forms.gle/TBnRGW8MSnPYM7je9
https://forms.gle/e7WYzzoFNaQeCWfY6
https://forms.gle/CXYQXueNK1pdXPVi8
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Summer Examinations 2021

On Wednesday 13th January, Gavin Williamson, the Secretary of State for Education, sent a 

letter to OFQUAL’s Chief Regulator outlining the process to agree alternative arrangements for 

exams in 2021.

There has been lots of speculation in the media about this but, as a school, we are keen that you get a clear 

message about the latest developments, without rumour or conjecture.

Below is a summary of what the government has said and how it affects HCCS students:

• GCSE and A Level exams are not taking place this summer.

• Students on Vocational courses should not be disadvantaged.

• BTEC February and March exams are not going ahead (in the subjects we offer at HCCS).

• Students, parents and teachers are being consulted over the next two weeks, before the final decision is made 

on the process for this summer.

As a school, we are committed to ensuring that our students get the grades that they deserve. We are working 

closely with the examination boards, and will keep you informed as the picture emerges.

If you have any questions or concerns, please email the exams team at exams2021@hccs.info 

For the full text of the letter from the government to Ofqual, click here

Assessments during lockdown.

School may be currently closed to the majority of students, but we are keen to maintain a normal curriculum, and 

that includes assessing student progress. Staff will set assessment tasks and provide feedback as normal across 

all classes and year groups. This is being done in a variety of ways using Google Classroom tasks and online 

tests.

For examination groups (year 11 and 13), these assessments will be useful as part of an expanding range of 

evidence that we may use in any future process of arriving at your final grades. The key message here is that we 

will make sure that we give you every opportunity to show us what you have learned and give you areas to work 

on to get even better.

We will be reporting to parents in the usual way with interim reports, and for year 11 and 13 monthly progress 

reports.

Year 10 and 12 Parent Consultation Evening reminders

We have had some excellent feedback from parents, students and teachers with the online 

virtual parent consultation evenings that have been held this academic year so far.

We are pleased to be able to continue to offer these online parents evenings throughout 

lockdown, and possibly beyond. 

As reminder, your next online events are:

Year 12 Parent/ student consultations - 21st January

Year 10 Parent/ student consultations - 28th January

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-gavin-williamson-to-simon-lebus
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Public Consultation UPDATE

We informed you in a previous newsletter of our public consultation for the 

proposal to expand the number of school places at Holmes Chapel Comprehensive 

School by 150, the equivalent of 30 extra places in year groups 7 to 11 from 

September 2023.  Unfortunately, due to current circumstances, we have had to extend our deadline.  

As you can appreciate, we are now not able to allow a drop in session so, instead, we will be posting an online 

information video and then have scheduled a time slot from 5pm-6pm on Wednesday 27th January for members 

of the public to email in any questions.  More information on this will follow.

The consultation will now run from 8th December 2020 until 1st February 2021. The full proposal and 

consultation can be found at:

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school_organisation/holmes-chapel-comprehensive-school-

proposed-expansion.aspx

Tech Support

The return to online learning over the last two weeks has been extremely positive in many ways but it has also 

been challenging for our students and families in a number of ways. We are very keen to ensure that we make our 

online learning as accessible and flexible as possible given the variations in access to online devices.  This week, 

we have asked teachers to adapt their lessons where possible so that although students may need to watch the 

live part of the lesson on a devices, they can choose to complete their work in their books or online.

One thing we have been busy with behind the scenes is trying to ensure that all of our learners are able to access 

their online provision. In the last week, we have distributed more than 30 government funded Chromebooks to 

some of our students, which means they are now able to access their live lesson timetable and Google Classroom 

work.  We have also been able to support some of our learners with essential internet access via pre-loaded data 

sim cards and we are also looking to work with the Co-op Member Pioneers to source more laptops for use by our 

students. 

Whilst we are aware that other members of our school community have enquired about support with their online 

access, unfortunately our provision is limited to those students on free school meals or who are part of our pupil 

premium cohort.

The government has recently announced that they are working with mobile networks to increase data allowances 

for some young people needing to access remote education. There are three key areas of eligibility for this 

scheme: if you don’t have fixed broadband at home; you cannot afford additional data for devices or are 

experiencing disruption to live education. If you think you may be eligible for this scheme, go to this website for 

more information. If you are in fact eligible, contact us at school via this link so that we can help process the claim 

for you. We are not able to confirm eligibility for your personal circumstances but you can find the information 

through the above website.

Thank you to all the families who have been in touch to say how well their new access is working for their children. 

We are really pleased to have been able to support you and want to congratulate all the students who are now 

fully engaging with their school work through these platforms. Of course, this will be an ongoing process and we 

will continue to work with families who need further support in this regard over the coming weeks and months. We 

will also update you with any new schemes and opportunities that may arise.

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school_organisation/holmes-chapel-comprehensive-school-proposed-expansion.aspx
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/guide-to-collecting-mobile-information/telling-about-offer
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1nMnxAxr6czXp27JC2WRBI-WaMflSv6JkSl7ricUU-JA/edit
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Tech4Kidz Project - Can you help?

The local Co op Member Pioneers have launched 

an appeal for laptops and tablets to be donated to 

help our young people fully engage with the 

learning opportunities being offered to them at 

home. We would like to ask our local community 

to help  - many of us have upgraded our laptops 

and tablets, and still have the old hardware at

home, maybe you work for a company that has a stock of redundant equipment that they would be willing to 

donate? My email is alison.wright@coop.co.uk

If you do have any unused laptops or tablets, you can donate them to any of the Co op stores in Holmes Chapel 

or Congleton. Please bring them to the store in a carrier bag complete with chargers, and hand to a member of 

staff. If you would prefer to arrange a socially distanced collection please email the above address.

All the equipment will then be checked by Face IT who will erase any remaining files and data, carry out a factory 

reset and install the basic software that is required, as well as PAT testing each item to ensure it is safe to use.

The Member Pioneers will then liaise with school staff to prioritise the allocation of the donated equipment.

Reading From Home

It is really important that your child continues to read for pleasure whilst 

learning from home. There are some links to free reading resources on the 

HCCS Learning from Home page but here’s a reminder and a few others 

I’ve found!  

• Accelerated Reading Programme. The AR programme ran at school 

offers free articles for your child to read. Your child can login from home. 

• Oxford Owl – free ebooks for younger years

• Amazon Audible – 30 days free trial

• Marvel Comic app – free sample comics for those who want to read 

something different 

• Children’s Poetry Archive – listen to some of the best poets read their 

work aloud 

• School reading list – suggests books your child could read according to 

their reading age 

• Open Library – lots of free books to read!

• Storyline Online

• International Children’s Library 

• Barnes and Noble 

• Mrs P’ Magic Library  

I hope this helps. Please ask your child to share what books they have read 

at home with their teachers. 

Mrs Martin – Literacy Co-ordinator 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/free-ebooks/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B00OPA2XFG/ref=s9_acss_bw_cg_adblsf_1a1_w?pf_rd_m=A3P5ROKL5A1OLE&pf_rd_s=merchandised-search-1&pf_rd_r=NVP0NA79DARKZB6MMWWE&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=19b55c82-0974-40ca-870b-0b0bdd5e787d&pf_rd_i=17941707031
https://www.marvel.com/mobile
https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
https://openlibrary.org/
https://www.storylineonline.net/
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/free-ebooks/nook-books/kids/_/N-ry0Z8qaZtu1
http://mrsp.com/
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Holocaust Memorial Day - Wednesday 27th January

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2021: Be the light in the 

darkness.

Each year a theme is developed to provide fresh ideas for 

interesting and inspiring commemorations. Each theme relates to 

the Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and the subsequent genocides in 

Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur – as well as present-day 

situations around the world and closer to home.

27th January marks the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-

Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp.

Below is a link to a life story released by Holocaust Memorial Day 

Trust to mark this year’s memorial day. 

https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/helen-aronson-film/

There are many books suitable for secondary school students and 

below are examples of a few.

https://www.hmd.org.uk/resource/helen-aronson-film/
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MFL Updates

In MFL, we are delighted with how well the students are engaging with our online lessons, “Live” and independent 

learning. Well done, everyone - keep up the good work!

In the last few weeks, some of our students have carried out research about Christmas and New Year 

celebrations around the world in Hispanic and Francophone countries. Let’s not forget our German-speaking 

neighbours either!

Here are some of the things that our students may have discovered!

Did you know …

• Spain holds a National Lottery worth millions - El Gordo

• In Spain, people try to eat 12 grapes as the clock strikes midnight on New Year’s Eve

• In Mexico, people leave lentils outside their door at New Year

• In Peru, beach parties are popular. 

• In France, the champagne flows!

• In Haiti, people celebrate Independence as well as New Year with family and friends - Joumou soup is their 

speciality!

• In Germany you might give lucky charms as you look to the year ahead

• Fondue is a traditional New Year’s Eve food in German-speaking countries

• In Austria, you might eat marzipan figurines

There are many other traditions around the world, of course. Why not ask your son or daughter what they can 

remember about Christmas and New Year traditions around the world?

é

ñ

MFL Page Updates

We are updating the MFL page on the HCCS website to give 

you some tips for learning a language remotely and other 

activities to keep you entertained during lockdown! 

There is also an overview of the content we are covering so 

parents can support their child’s learning.
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Art Updates

A selection of artwork and photos from students created during working from home.

Oliver Beardsome Grace Gregory

Isobel
Hollinshead

Emma Skelley Billy Wilson

Bethan Percy

Rose
Mendham

Poppy Francis

Madeline Bailey Lilly Maltby-James

Amy Kent

Rosie Sumpter

Sean Ritchie

Rhys
Morgan

Eleanor 
Bowden



LOCKDOWN
edition

The Nanny Ness Appeal

We have launched a new donation scheme in Holmes Chapel - The Nanny Ness Appeal - for toiletries, 

chocolates, cards, letters and messages for those patients and staff in the Covid wards of the local hospitals. 

You may not be aware, but families are not able to visit their relatives in hospital, and small gestures like this 

mean a great deal. Collection points are in both Co ops (London Road and the Petrol Station), and two of our 

parents, who are nurses are volunteering to take them to Leighton and Macclesfield hospitals. 

The idea was inspired by Amy Ware, joint organiser of the annual Holmes Chapel Memory Walks and former 

Cover Supervisor at HCCS, whose grandfather, Terry, passed away from Covid in the same ward at Leighton as 

her grandmother, Most of the immediate family tested positive to the virus so the only contact Nanny Ness has 

was by phone, and as you can imagine she was totally heartbroken, lonely and feeling incredibly isolated from her 

family. Thankfully Nanny Ness, who is now recovering from the virus at home. 

When we told Amy what our community was doing she said "that's so amazing, thank you so much. When I spoke 

to Nanny Ness on the phone and told her about the Nanny Ness Appeal, she cried and said she couldn't believe 

people cared so much".

If you are able to donate any new hand creams, toothpaste, toothbrushes, individually wrapped chocolate bars 

and Get Well Cards, children’s artwork and messages, please can you leave these at the donation points in any of 

the Co op in Holmes Chapel or Congleton. The small, hotel style toiletries are perfect for the bags.

We have already donated 50 gift bags for patients on the Covid wards as well as 6 hampers for the staff working 

on those wards but we need to provide another 100+ bags. Every bag was filled with toiletries, chocolates and 

messages of hope and artwork from local children.

Thank you.

Alison Wright

Co op Member Pioneer
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Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars – Spring 2021

Our Parent Webinars are intended to offer information and ideas to help you in supporting your child with 

understanding and managing their emotions and wellbeing.  These are open to parents/carers or other interested 

family members.

The webinars are delivered as a presentation on Zoom. As a participant you are not connected via video or audio 

but may interact or ask questions using the typed chat function.  The webinars are delivered by Laura Kerr (Family 

and Schools Wellbeing Worker) and Paula Duncan (Young Person’s Counsellor)

100% of parents who have attended the webinars to date have said they found them useful and would 

recommend to a friend.  Comments we received included:

“I found it so reassuring and packed with fantastic practical tips”

“I have read books and used techniques recommended but so nice to hear someone give practical and sensible 

advice on something that rarely seems manageable!”

“Thank you for a very useful and informative presentation – an hour well spent!”

The forthcoming webinars are:

Thursday 14th January 10.30-11.30am Building Resilience and Self Esteem 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3O6Nsq4cTJ6iF0h3IhPgDQ

Thursday 28th January 10.30-11.30am  Understanding and Managing Anxiety 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8HoRNa-BTuilCNv7JDluLw

Thursday 11th February 10.30-11.30am  Positive Communication in the Family 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bZFYWdwvSqGzOe5WZH4OOQ

Thursday 25th February 10.30am-11.30am  Understanding the Teenage Brain 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1kRmi3W7SnSZM6-IG_JJ_g

Thursday 11th March 10.30-11.30am  Supporting your Child’s Wellbeing 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tiJDi4QLRguNwihemlRsNg

Please click on the relevant link to register in advance for the webinar(s) you wish to attend. After registering, you 

will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.

The webinars have a maximum capacity of 100 people so please let us know if you can no longer attend so we 

can re-allocate the places.  We will have recordings available after the event.

If you are interested in finding out about other ways in which Visyon might be able to support you and your family, 

please visit  www.visyon.org.uk.

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3O6Nsq4cTJ6iF0h3IhPgDQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8HoRNa-BTuilCNv7JDluLw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bZFYWdwvSqGzOe5WZH4OOQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1kRmi3W7SnSZM6-IG_JJ_g
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tiJDi4QLRguNwihemlRsNg
http://www.visyon.org.uk/
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