
Dear all, 

My predecessor, Denis Oliver, used to talk a lot about school communities being like a three legged stool. The 

three legs, Family, Community and School are all equally important to create the environment for our children to 

grow to be the best version of themselves. It seems to me that this metaphor has never been more appropriate.

Two weeks into the summer term of this extraordinary year it seems appropriate to consider where we are at this 

point in time and to look forward to what our children will achieve over the coming months as we start to plot a 

route back to something we may consider to be normal whilst as always, keeping our school community safe.

All of us in the school community share the concerns about the impact, short and long term, that the pandemic 

may have on our children in terms of life chance, mental health and overall well being. This year, probably more 

than any other recent years, the support and dedication of our families has been incredible.  I have no doubt that 

this has contributed significantly to the overall health and wellbeing of our children. Our Student Services Team 

remains vigilant and proactive in terms of helping children to readjust and I'd like to reach out and encourage 

families to talk to us so that we can continue to be supportive. We value the feedback from all areas of our school 

community and I really do thank you for the time that you take to get in touch with us. The opinions of our families 

and children really do matter to me and to our governors.

132 30th April 2021

As the covid rate changes and as the national restrictions are lifted, we will respond as a school community in a 

way that is measured, appropriate and safe. The good weather has dried out our fields so we have now shuffled 

our lunchtime duty team to allow students within a year group to enjoy the wider open space to play or to sit in the 

sun with their  year group friends. We are still maintaining this as a year group rota so that as far as possible we 

are not mixing social bubbles. This has had a good impact on behaviour and wellbeing and has allowed more 

physical space for some much needed downtime. 

We are looking forward to being able to relax the social bubbles as soon as is safe and I hope it's not too long 

before we can start to welcome you all back into school. Until that time, thanks for supporting and helping us to 

maintain a set of behaviours that I feel have significantly contributed to keeping us all as safe as possible. In line 

with the government’s published road map out of the pandemic, we will be working hard in the second half of the 

summer term to return school to as near ‘normal’ as possible.

Students in Year groups 11 and 13 are now involved in final assessments as part of the modified system leading 

to their end of course qualifications.  Assessments in the core subjects including maths, English and science have 

now been completed and are already in the process of being marked and moderated. 



To help ensure that our students are awarded grades that best reflect the work and effort that they have put into 

their studies over the past two years, we have refined our processes to ensure that the marking procedures are 

anonymised and where appropriate, samples are checked for consistency with other local schools. 

It is a really difficult time for these students especially under the circumstances but they are working hard and I'm 

very proud of their resilience and determination. As the bank holiday weekend approaches, some time to relax and  

just be themselves for a few days would be a real benefit to them. 

For year 11 students, the final assessment is on the 14th May which will leave two weeks leading up to half term. 

During this fortnight, we will be delivering a series of post 16 preparation sessions aimed at helping them to be 

ready for the next stage in their learning. Whether the students are coming to Homes Chapel Sixth Form College 

or not, there will be provision made for all year 11 students to take part in what I believe will be a valuable learning 

opportunity. I'd like to encourage as many students as possible to attend these sessions and to do so with a 

positive mindset. 

After half term there will be a second fortnight of more bespoke post 16 transition sessions ending on the 18th 

June that students will be able to opt into. I will send out more about this nearer the time and all year 11 students 

and families will receive more targeted details in due course from Mr Gallagher, Ms Camm and Mr Foo. 

Making the move from primary school up to secondary was very disrupted last year and we were not able to reach 

out and make human connections with our new students and families in the way we would have liked to. This year 

we have planned our open evening event so that year 5 families will be able to visit the school, our facilities and 

meet some of our staff face to face. We are planning this in a covid safe way and are looking forward to having 

some conversations and getting to know our new students and families so that they feel cared for and welcome. 

We want this to be the starting point of a very positive and meaningful relationship with our future students so that 

the move to secondary school is as seamless and as comfortable as possible.

Finally, can I take the opportunity to wish you all a great long weekend and to thank you for making our school 

what it is as well as being part of what it will be.

Warm regards

Nigel Bielby

Executive Headteacher

Storage Of Medication in School

A reminder to parents, carers and students that 

medications can not be kept in the student’s 

possession whilst in school.  Medicines should be 

handed into reception, along with a Request to 

Store Medication Form, and they will be stored 

there securely, until required.

For more information, please refer to The Storage 

of Medication Document, on our school website in 

the parents section, under Medical : Storage of 

Medication.



Formal Assessments

We are very proud of how our students have approached the formal 

assessments they are currently sitting. Students have grasped the opportunity 

to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding at the end of the course, 

and have displayed a willingness to prove themselves, knowing that other 

evidence will be taken into account alongside what they are currently doing. We 

will hold a “mopping up” session for any students who missed a formal 

assessment through illness or absence in mid May (dates to follow). Many 

thanks to you as parents and carers for the support you are giving your children 

at this time.

Extra evidence used to arrive at a final grade

As you will recall, for most subjects, the formal assessments will count for 60% of the final grade alongside any 

Non-Examined Assessments (coursework). The other 40% will be drawn from 5 key pieces of evidence. 

Curriculum Leaders have considered which pieces of evidence they will use in their subjects, taking into account a 

range of factors including only assessing content that has been covered, and being able to authenticate that work 

has been produced by the student concerned, as well as following exam board guidance.  We are going to publish 

to you a detailed breakdown of what the evidence bank is, subject by subject, ahead of submission dates in June, 

so that you are fully informed. As the exam boards are the Awarding Organisations, please note we are unable to 

disclose any grades to students before results day, as this would constitute exam malpractice.

Results Days and Appeals

As a reminder, the nationally agreed results days are:

⇒ KS5 (year 13) on 10th August. 

⇒ KS4 (year 11) on 12th August.

Please save the date. We will be inviting students into school to collect their results, where guidance will be on 

hand to help them in their next steps. More information will follow nearer the time, including what happens if you 

are considering making an appeal.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the exams team at:

exams2021@hccs.info

You will also find answers to the Frequently Asked Questions on the school website. Just look for the tab 

“Summer Assessments 2021” on the main page.

Jason Jones (Assistant Headteacher)

Upcoming Student Vaccinations

We have two vaccination programs coming up in the next few months.

You MUST have completed a consent form to participate. To check, 

please contact The Cheshire East Nursing Team on: 01270 275507.

Please click here for more information on the upcoming vaccinations.

https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_945749f8950b4555a7b1c5a96d72c621.pdf


Sixth Form Finishing Date

We are delighted with how our Year 13 students are currently working towards their 

formal assessments.  As you might be aware,  the last date for formal assessments will 

take place on Friday 14th of May.  This is the last date that formal lessons in the 

majority of subjects will take place and when students are expected to be in lessons.  

In some subject areas, where coursework is ongoing and forms a large part of the assessment, students might be 

expected to remain in lessons until the 28th of May.  This is the case for BTEC IT and Music Tech.  

Please note that this does not mean that previously set coursework deadlines will be adjusted

In addition, some subjects areas, such as A Level Maths, Theatre Studies and PE, courses will continue to run, 

allowing students who are intending to study this course at University, an opportunity to complete the course. 

Specific arrangements for this will be done between the subject and the students.

All Year 13 students will be invited in again, on the 19th of May, to take part in an outdoor, Sixth Form celebration 

event.

Details of the leaving date will be sent home to both students and parents, over the next few days.

Information on the celebration event will be sent out, to students, from the student leadership team.

Year 11 Sixth Form Transition Event

Over the next few weeks, once assessments have finished on the 

14th of May, we will be launching our transition event for Year 11 

students. We are very excited about this opportunity and think that 

this programme of transition will be a fantastic way to engage and 

prepare students for their further studies.

The transition event will take place in two phases. The first phase will 

run from 17th of May - 28th of May and will involve all Year 11 

students being involved in curriculum enrichment activities in their 

lessons.

The second phase will be divided into two parts.  The first week, from 

the 7th to the 11th of June, we will be running a Year 11 taster week.  

This will allow all students, who are intending to study Post 16 

qualifications, to attend Sixth Form for a week.  The second week, 

from the 14th - 18th of June, we will offer all students an online 

transition period where they can access a range of resources forma  

number of subjects of their choice.  In addition, we will be hosting a 

number of bespoke sessions where we will be inviting students in to 

participate in workshops on a range of topics.  The workshops will 

include things such as Oxbridge preparation, Veterinary 

science/Medicine talks and leadership skills.

You will receive further detailed  information on this by the 7th of May.  

Mr Gallagher will also be sharing  a video with further explanation on 

this in the same week.



Appeal for Uniform Donations

Can you help? 

Student Services endeavor to keep spare uniforms in school for our students who 

occasionally damage, lose or forget their uniform, but our stocks are currently running 

low.

We would really appreciate any good quality items that you could spare and if any Year 

11 students would like to donate their ties to a good cause, we’d be very grateful.

Ties - all houses 

PE Shorts - all sizes

PE Shirts - 34” and above

PE Skorts - all sizes

Girls school Trousers - all sizes

Boys school Trousers - all sizes

Lace up shoes - size 6

We DO NOT need jumpers or PE fleeces.

If you have any clean, good quality items you would be happy to donate, please send them in, fully washed, to 

Student Services.

Many thanks for your support.

Thanks to all those in Year 9 who entered a short 

story for our annual writing competition in honour of 

Nell Jones. The standard was really high! I’m 

pleased to announce the shortlist:

Rhiannon Culliford 

Will Heal 

Anwen Brierley

Oscar Derbyshire

Skyla Malgas

Finley Hellrick 

Delila Carden Doorey 

Scarlett Crichton 

James Ball 

Jacob Bradbury 

Winners will be announced at the end of term! 

Congratulations! 

Gothic Writing Competition

Well done Eleanor!

Congratulations to Eleanor Bowden in Year 8! Not 

only did she win the Gothic writing school competition, 

but her entry was sent off to a famous Gothic writer, 

Lucy Strange, who chose it as the national winner too! 

Lucy Strange said, ‘I loved Eleanor’s wonderfully 

creepy story - what a talented writer she is. I adore her 

writing style, and her use of figurative language’. 

Eleanor wins a signed copy of Lucy’s latest novel and 

we can’t wait to see what our budding author 

produces in the future. 



Earth Day – Poster Competition

There were some very thoughtful and well executed 

posters depicting some of the many issues 

surrounding global warming and climate change.

It was difficult picking a winner however the decision 

was:

First Place - Darcey 

Barnhill 7MC

Runner up – Grace 

Turner 8CC

Runner up – Marcus Fu 

9MC

Food Department 

This week in our food department all KS3 students have been studying seasonal foods in their theory lessons.

We have been looking at the importance of eating seasonal foods throughout the year and identifying the local 

and global benefits of growing our own U.K produce.

This week, our practical lessons have also centered around seasonal foods. Students have been making Risotto 

using seasonal veg. 

Here are some of our students in action during their practical lessons. The wonderful aromas coming from the 

food rooms this week have made us all very hungry!!



Congratulations to Alison Barber on completing the course Understanding ADHD: Current Research and 

Practice.

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars – May 2021

Our Parent Webinars are intended to offer information and ideas to 

help you in supporting your child with understanding and managing 

their emotions and wellbeing.  These are open to parents/carers or 

other interested family members.

The webinars are delivered as a presentation on Zoom.  As a participant you are not connected via video or audio 

but may interact or ask questions using the typed chat function.  The webinars are delivered by Laura Kerr (Family 

and Schools Wellbeing Worker) and Paula Duncan (Young Person’s Counsellor) 

100% of parents who have attended the webinars to date have said they found them useful and would 

recommend to a friend.  Comments we received included:

“I found it so reassuring and packed with fantastic practical tips”

“I have read books and used techniques recommended but so nice to hear someone give practical and sensible 

advice on something that rarely seems manageable!”

“Thank you for a very useful and informative presentation – an hour well spent!”

The forthcoming webinars are: 

Wednesday 5th May 2021  9.30-10.30am – Managing Big Emotions (all ages) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2zE4yK6XSs67Vtve72YLhw

Wednesday  19th May 2021   9.30-10.30am  - Positive Family Communication  (all ages) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RmTay0ReTWqOhNByGThbNQ

Please click on the relevant link to register in advance for the webinar(s) you wish to attend.  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

The webinars have a maximum capacity of 100 people so please let us know if you can no longer attend so we 

can re-allocate the places.  Sessions do tend to fill up quickly but we will have recordings available after the event 

and will send these to anyone who has not got a place.  

If you are interested in finding out about other ways in which Visyon might be able to support you and your family, 

please visit www.visyon.org.uk. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2zE4yK6XSs67Vtve72YLhw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RmTay0ReTWqOhNByGThbNQ

