
Hello all, 

Our school will close for the Christmas break next Friday, 18th December 2020  at 2:30pm and reopen on 

Monday 4th January 2021 as normal. 

With this in mind, I thought it was worth reflecting on the past ten months and the way in which our school 

community has worked together to deal with the most unusual and unforeseeable situation. In March, we were 

plunged into an unprecedented set of circumstances which our school and community has never encountered 

before. The many challenges around this-for all of us-were enormous. What was very quickly evident was how, as 

a community, we all pulled together. We launched our google classroom provision within a few short days of full 

lockdown; we maintained a Key Worker's club and we succeeded in making learning available. We have 

continued to develop this way of learning and continue to learn from our and your experiences as we move from 

stage to stage.

125 11th December 2020

From the start of lockdown, we recognised that parents and 

carers were really heavily engaged in helping their children 

to learn and in supporting us so that their children maintained 

an education . As we all became more experienced with the 

‘new normal’, we learned how to improve our learning offer, 

got more into live streamed lessons as well as embracing 

new ways to manage our lives, work, family life, leisure time 

and education. This, in itself, is incredible. We achieved this 

together but the March lockdown was just the start of our 

journey. 

We spent the whole of summer working through plans, reworking plans, completing risk assessments, thinking 

through the ‘ifs’ and ‘buts’, going back to square one and playing what felt like snakes and ladders as the national 

guidelines changed and adapted to the pandemic. In September, we took on two clear overarching principles.’ 

Keep our community safe’ and ‘get the children back on track’. We opened on day 1 with a new set of expected 

behaviours and processes designed to deliver on these two key intentions. On the same day that we began 

teaching all lessons to all classes and years, we also began prepping our year 11 and 13 students for a set of trial 

exams and began assessing the reading ages of students in years 7,8 and 9. We completed some benchmarking 

assessments of our new year 7 children. On the first day back, our Year 10 and 12 students started their GCSEs, 

BTECs and A levels. Our school and families got on with the job of bringing our children back into school and 

teaching them how to keep each other as safe as possible. 

Since September, we have seen the normal ebbs and flows of 

school life and of growing up, as well as the challenges and 

celebrations of a ‘normal’ term. To keep up with the constantly 

changing nature of the pandemic and to keep our community safe, 

we have reviewed our covid procedures as we said we would every 

two weeks since July. We have successfully held three online 

parents evenings to keep parents and carers informed of their 

child’s progress. We delivered our trial exams, launched our options 

programme for the upcoming year 10 and 12 students and had our 

online information evenings for our Sixth Form College as well as 

for our incoming year 7s. We have been so impressed with Year 11 

and Year 13 students who have achieved results in their mock 

examinations very much on track with previous years. 



As an immediate group of over five thousand people made up of our parent carer body, our students and staff, no 

one would say that our journey to this point has been easy all the way. There have been some lumps and bumps 

as well as some highs. However, I would like to suggest that because we have all committed to this journey and 

because we have worked collaboratively, our community has been highly successful in delivering what we set out 

to do as a school: keep our community safe and get the children back on track. Furthermore, I would suggest the 

challenges we have faced have actually allowed us all to pull together, to share our journey and learn from each 

other.

Each day, I spend time in a different faculty or part of the school. This is an invaluable barometer for me in terms 

of understanding how the school feels and what is happening around the place. As well as spending time with 

children in classes, I have also been talking to our teaching team, learning support team and student services 

team. Then, there are the eighty or so colleagues who make up our support staff, from the cleaners doing the pre-

dawn and evening shift, the site team, to our full and varied admin team, IT support, data, reception and finance. 

Everyone I have spoken to has had their highs and lows but all of these colleagues have worked together to 

ensure that our children have had a term at school that we can all be proud of. As parents and carers, I'd like to 

invite you to share in this success and the part you have played within it. 

Even though it's been a long haul with the added worries and concerns we all have about the pandemic, as 

Headteacher I get a very clear sense of a positive and enthusiastic atmosphere across the school that is caring 

and collaborative and has our children’s needs at its heart. We have all worked hard to manage the challenges of 

keeping our community safe whilst opening the school to a full curriculum where our children can get quickly back 

on track.

So, I offer my sincere and heartfelt thank you to everyone: staff, students, parents, carers and our families who 

together make up the whole school community.

I wish everyone a safe and happy festive break and look forward to welcoming you all back in 2021.

Warm regards

Nigel Bielby

Headteacher

Best wishes from 

all at



Keeping our school community safe

Public Health Advice to Schools for Children Presenting with non-COVID Typical Symptoms

In addition to the 3 main COVID-19 symptoms, if a child or adult experiences sickness / diarrhoea, headaches, 

unexplained tiredness, muscle and body aches, nasal congestion and a sore throat they should contact the school 

before attending.

Please do not send your child to school if they are in any way unwell.

In all cases we will ask that students or staff self isolate for 48 hours and if the symptoms continue or worsen, to 

request a COVID-19 test.  If the test is returned negative and the child / adult has been diarrhoea and fever free 

for 48 hours, they can return to school. 

Please contact school by email to Nocv19@hccs.info before returning your child to school.

This update has been provided, based on Public Health advice, as the Local Authority Covid-19 response team 

have had reports from a number of settings where people have had these minor symptoms and then subsequently 

tested positive. In order to keep our school community safe, we are adopting this approach as a preventative 

measure. 

We realise that the current requests for tests are solely on the three main symptoms and parents may wish to 

consider which symptom most closely describes the those being experienced in order to have a test request 

accepted.



Lunch Balances

Don't forget you can set an alert in Scopay to advise 

you when your son/daughters lunch balance falls 

below a certain amount and requires topping up. 

This can be found by selecting the 'Your Info' tab and 

then 'Alert Configuration'. If you require any 

assistance please email financeteam@hccs.info

Exams 2021

The next set of trial examinations for the year 11 and 13 students will take place in early February 2021 and will be 

reported formally to all parents. The February examinations are currently being planned and scheduled and will be 

the final set of trial examinations before the finals in the summer. Because of the continued uncertainty around the 

summer examinations, it is vital that all students treat the trial exams seriously and revise thoroughly for these 

papers. 

Although the government has recently restated that summer examinations will go ahead with contingencies in 

case of coronavirus infections, please be aware that the information around the summer examinations changes 

rapidly and frequently. At the moment, the government's plans for the summer examination season are not in 

sufficient detail to share a definitive description of exactly what these exams will be like. 

As of December 3rd the Times Educational Supplement and other media reported the following:

• GCSE exams will run from Monday 24th May 2021 to Friday 2nd July 2021.

• A-level exams will run from Monday 7th June to Friday 2nd July 2021.

Here at school we are keeping up to speed with these ongoing developments and will 

report to you with more details as soon as we are able.

Public Consultation Commenced

Following a meeting of the Full Governing Body yesterday 

and in partnership with Cheshire East Local Authority, we 

have today launched a public consultation on the proposal to 

expand our school. If successful, the proposal would be to 

expand the number of school places at Holmes Chapel 

Comprehensive School by 150, the equivalent of 30 extra 

places in year groups 7 to 11 from September 2023. The 

consultation will run from 8th December 2020 until 18th 

January 2021. The full proposal and consultation can be 

found at:

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school_organis

ation/holmes-chapel-comprehensive-school-proposed-

expansion.aspx

https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/school_organisation/holmes-chapel-comprehensive-school-proposed-expansion.aspx


Communications Leader - Ellie Eckersley

Last week was the sixth form environmental 

awareness week, and thanks to the work of the 

student leadership team it was really well received 

and enjoyed by students in the sixth form. There 

were a number of activities and videos that were 

enjoyed during tutor times, including a quick 

speech from head boy and girl, Robin and Anusha, 

a talk from greenpeace speaker Melissa Cobb 

virtually over google meets and part of the David 

Attenborough documentary A Life On Our Planet. 

There was also a lovely selection of vegetarian 

and vegan foods for the meat free day on 

Thursday, and on Friday lots of people wore blue 

and green for environmental awareness and 

donated to the cheshire wildlife trust, where over 

£85 was raised!

Music Tuition at HCCS

Since March our team of ten peripatetic Music tutors have been working from home, delivering music lessons 

remotely.  We have recorded for ABRSM examinations in the past term allowing students to gain accreditation for 

their efforts

I wanted to write & thank you for hosting the AB exam recordings these last couple of days. These exams were 

hugely important for the students, many of whom have had to postpone taking their exam twice since Covid

started. For the Y13 6th formers taking G8, this has enabled them to complete a 'pinnacle achievement', before 

their focus turns to exams, & has been a culmination of years of hard work. For younger students, it's been helpful 

to achieve goals that mark progress on the way.  G Osborn

Over the past few weeks we have gradually been reintroducing face to face lessons, using specially adapted 

rooms to ensure the safety of students and staff. 

A student writes, "I like having my teacher 

back in as it's easier to learn and he can 

see what you're doing better so that you 

know how to improve. It's funny because 

there's a massive screen in the room 

though so it feels different."

We at the Music Department would like to 

thank all of our peripatetic staff and the 

students for all of their hard work during a 

difficult time.  We look forward to seeing 

them all back in school over the coming 

weeks.

If anyone is interested in starting lessons, all of the information 

can be found on the school website, 

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/peripatetic-tuition

https://www.hccs1978.co.uk/peripatetic-tuition


WORD OF THE WEEK! 

In order to help pupils understand command words used in examinations, word of 

the week will be starting next week! Each week, tutors will introduce a different word 

(which are used frequently in exams) to their group and this word will then be used 

throughout all their lessons. Extra praise if pupils can use that word in their own work 

too! Please ask your child about the word of the week and discuss it with them. 

Thanks! 

EXPLAIN DISCUSS       ANALYSE 

Word 

of the 

week

David & Josh

David and Josh have been bringing Christmas joy 

to all in Learning Support

Click here to listen to the 

performance of our virtual band 

called ‘Instant Christmas Concert’

The Feeling Of Winter – Photography 

Competition 

Winter seems to be a magical season and 

many people’s favourite time of the year. 

Holidays, family time, fun outdoor activities 

and also cosy evenings indoors. What does 

this season mean to you?

Whether you are capturing a landscape, a 

portrait or a close up, make sure you 

capture the most beautiful aspects of 

winter. We would like to see how this chilly 

and beautiful season inspires you!

DEADLINE = MONDAY DECEMBER 14

SUBMIT ENTRIES ON THE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION GOOGLE CLASSROOM 

CODE = kibesfw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDuK5nbOj9Q&feature=youtu.be


Joyeux Noël - Frohe Weihnachten - Feliz Navidad

In their MFL lessons, students have been finding out about how Christmas is celebrated in France, Germany and 

Spain.

In German we have been learning about Sankt Niklaus and what happens on 6th December and whether Sankt 

Niklaus would leave us stones or sweets in our boots? This led us to look at comparing Christmas traditions in the 

UK to how people celebrate Christmas in Germany.

In Spanish we have been learning about New Years Eve, Christmas Day and Christmas Eve, as well as studying 

some regional festivals in Spain and Mexico. We also talked about how traditions are different to what they know 

in the UK; such as food, songs and presents. etc). 

In French we have been learning some new ‘Christmas’ vocabulary so that we can talk about how the French 

celebrate Christmas.

Unfortunately we are unable to host students from our German partner school, Muensiungen Grammar, this year, 

however students in 9X2 have also been busy making mini-videos to exchange with them. We are also looking 

forward to opening our gifts that have arrived from Germany!

A ‘still’ from our whole-class greeting to Germany. Some of the gifts that have arrived from our 

German partner school

Food Tech – Yule Log Collection



Food Tech – Year 8 & Year 10

Here are some of the festive treats we have been making in Food and Nutrition this year. Here are a few photos of 

year 8 Puff Pastry Christmas trees and Year 10 Christmas celebration cakes.

Year 9 Inter House Netball Competition 

Our year 9 pupils have been competing in the inter house netball competition over the last 4 weeks, and it has 

been fantastic to see so many of our pupils taking up the opportunity to attend this extra curricular activity. Each 

house played against each other twice over 3 weeks, aiming to finish in 1st or 2nd place in order to have the 

opportunity to play in the final during week 4. There were some highly contested games played and all eyes were 

on the final round to confirm which two teams would make the final. With only 1 point separating the top 3 teams, 

the final saw Moreton and Arley playing for third and fourth place, and Tatton and Capesthorne playing for first and 

second place. A huge well done to Tatton who won the final to finish in first place, beating Capesthorne 6-1. 



Getting a new bike for Christmas? Or already riding one to school?

Make sure you are SAFE and SEEN!

Before starting 

out,

Make sure that you 

are confident of 

your ability to ride 

safely on the road.

Obey the rules of 

the road 

and

Know the Highway 

Code

Visyon Parent/Carer Webinars 

Our parent/carer webinars are intended to offer information and ideas to help you in supporting your child with 

understanding and managing their emotions and wellbeing.  These are open to parents/carers or other interested 

family members.  

The webinars are delivered as a presentation on Zoom.  As a participant you are not connected via video or audio 

but may interact or ask questions using the typed chat function.  The webinars are delivered by Laura Kerr (Family 

and Schools Wellbeing Worker) and Paula Duncan (Young Person’s Counsellor) 

100% of parents who have attended the webinars to date have said they found them useful and would 

recommend to a friend.  Comments we received included:

“I found it so reassuring and packed with fantastic practical tips”

“I have read books and used techniques recommended but so nice to hear someone give practical and sensible 

advice on something that rarely seems manageable!”

“Thank you for a very useful and informative presentation – an hour well spent!”

The forthcoming webinars are: 

Thursday 17th December  11-12noon  Understanding the Teenage Brain 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_i9kHvpLIQ1aXMnyjmNsOEg

Click here for more information

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_i9kHvpLIQ1aXMnyjmNsOEg
https://b4bdd845-5112-45fd-84b0-34412699938a.filesusr.com/ugd/0e64df_f170a44997a94bfea3e92ad3c3262ade.pdf


Although this can be a wonderful time of year

it can also be the hardest for many people, both 

emotionally and financially.   

There is help available and always someone to talk to, 

so please do not feel you are on your own.

Help with food:

Middlewich & District Foodbank

34-36 Brooks Lane, Middlewich

Tel: 0771 227 9949

email: info@middlewichdistrict.foodbank.org.uk

New Life Church

Danesford Community Centre

Congleton

Tel: 01260 297961

email: catherine.morris@nlchurch.gov.uk

Sandbach Foodbank email only

sandbachfoodbank@gmail.com

People to talk to

Visyon: visyon.org.uk

Tel: 01260290000

KOOTH.com 

Samaritans:  www.samaritans.org 

Tel: 116123 -24hrs a day 365 days

Papyrus - 0800 068 4141

www.papyrus-uk.org

Mind - 0300123 3393

mailto:catherine.morris@nlchurch.gov.uk

